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the directions indicated, yet it contains a vast amount of valuable 
knowledge carefully tabulated, and is a highly creditable first step 
toward supplying a recognized want ; and no traveling geologist 
— whether beginner, amateur, or professional — can afford to be 
without it. The binding is not all that could be desired for a 
work of this character, since the covers are neither stiff enough 
to resist bending, nor sufficiently flexible to bend without break- 
ing.— W. 0. C. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 

BOTANY. 

The Number of Stamens in Brasenia • peltata. — There is 
quite a discrepancy among botanical writers regarding the num- 
ber of stamens of Brasenia peltata Pursh, the common water- 
shield. A citation of a few of these, and some observations with 
a view to remove the differences, may not be out of place. My 



